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Як утворилася Південна Корея. Яка була її архітектура. Яка архітектура і на 

сьогоднішній день цінується в Південній Кореї. Усе це буде розглянуто у статті нижче 
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Abstract 

How South Korea was formed. What was her architecture. What architecture is today valued in 

South Korea. All this will be considered in the article below 
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Korean architecture refers to the built environment of Korea from c. 30,000 BC to the present.From 

a technical point of view, buildings are structured vertically and horizontally. A construction usually rises 

from a stone subfoundation to a curved roof covered with tiles, held by a console structure and supported 

on posts; walls are made of earth (adobe) or are sometimes totally composed of movable wooden doors. 

Architecture is built according to the k'a unit, the distance between two posts (about 3.7 meters), and is 

designed so that there is always a transitional space between the "inside" and the "outside."  

The console, or bracket structure, is a specific architectonic element that has been designed in 

various ways through time. If the simple bracket system was already in use under the Goguryeo kingdom 

(37 BC – 668 AD)—in palaces in Pyongyang, for instance—a curved version, with brackets placed only 

on the column heads of the building, was elaborated during the early Goryeo (Koryo) dynasty (918–1392). 

The Amita Hall of the Buseok temple in Yeongju is a good example. Later on (from the mid-Koryo period 

to the early Joseon dynasty), a multiple-bracket system, or an inter-columnar-bracket set system, was 

developed under the ancient Han dynasty in Chinainfluence during the Mongolian Yuan dynasty (1279–

1368). In this system, the consoles were also placed on the transverse horizontal beams. Seoul's 

Namdaemun Gate Namdaemun, Korea's first national treasure, is perhaps the most symbolic example of 

this type of structure.(1) 

In the mid-Joseon period, the winglike bracket form appeared (an example is the Yongnyongjon 

Hall of Jongmyo, Seoul), which, according to some authors, better suited the peninsula's poor economic 

situation that resulted from repetitive invasions. Only in buildings of importance like palaces or sometimes 

temples (Tongdosa, for instance) were the multicluster brackets still used. Korean Confucianismalso led to 

more sober and simple solutions. 

Modern architecture  

Post-war period and Korean War architecture 

After the Surrender of Japan in 1945, American architecture assumed supremacy. Under Douglas 

MacArthur, who set Korean domestic and political policy from the Supreme Command of the Allied 

Powers headquarters in Tokyo. Korean architecture by Koreans began once again in domestic areas, with 

extensive repair of the missionary churches being given priority funding. Essential repair to infrastructure 

followed, more patch-work than new projects, and block-built hospitals, schools, industries began simple 

construction under military supervision.(1) 

Seoul had survived much of World War II but during the Korean War (1950–1953), many buildings 

were destroyed, with the city changing command between North Korean and South Korean powers five 

times. Street-to-street fighting and artillery barrages levelled much of the city, as well as the bridges over 

the Han River. Important architectural sites were overrun and burnt by invading armies, looting was 

extensive, and the urban landscape suffered with little money for repairs. 

With the armistice, and distinct architectural styles determined by foreign governments began a 

long period of development. 

In the north, Stalinist and absolutist, often brutalist architecture, was championed. North Korean 

architects studied in Moscow or Soviet satellites, and brought back socialist worker styles and huge 

celebratory people's architecture on a grand and massively impressive scale. Nomenclatura lived in Soviet-

style apartment blocks, farmers and rural workers lived in traditional houses as they always had; 
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urbanization did not occur. Grand buildings and huge public squares were developed in Pyongyang as 

architectural showpieces. Formal processional landscapes accompanied these sites. Nearly all architecture 

was government sponsored, and maintained great homogeneity of function and style. 

In the south, American models defined all new Korean buildings of any importance, with domestic 

architecture both civil and rural keeping to traditional buildings, building techniques, and using local 

materials, and local vernacular styles. The pragmatic need to rebuild a country devastated by genocide, then 

a civil war, led to ad hoc buildings with no particular styles, extended repeatedly, and a factory system of 

simple cheap expendable buildings. As few Korean cities had a grid-system, and were often given limits 

by mountains, few if any urban landscapes had a sense of distinction; by the mid-1950s, rural areas were 

underfunded, urban areas overfilled, and urban sprawl began with little money to build distinctive important 

buildings. 

Buildings tended to be built quickly with little regard for local identity. As the need for housing for 

workers increased, traditional hanok villages were razed, hundreds of simple cheap apartments were put up 

very fast, and bedroom communities on the periphery of the urban centres grew, built and financed as 

company housing.(2) 

Sports architecture 

South Korea was selected to host the 1986 Asian Games and the 1988 Olympic games, which 

spurred waves of new building activity. To market the country globally, international architects were 

encouraged to submit designs, introducing alternative concepts for modern architecture that began to put 

style and form ahead of spartan practicality. Historically, sports architecture has occupied the most money 

and the greatest expression of form identity within Korea. Hundreds of billions of won have been spent on 

defining Korea as a sports mecca with the architecture leading the way. 

Most of the largest projects in the South, as in the North, were government sponsored works: but 

instead worked in confined, rather than open spaces, and worked with huge amounts of enclosed space, 

primarily in the state subsidized hugely expensive sports architecture. Korea since the 1990s had its most 

notable architectural works driven by sports: the two times which the country has hosted the Asian Games 

(1986 and 2014),the 1988 Summer Olympics,the 2018 Winter Olympics 2003 Summer 

Universiade and 2015 Summer Universiade, The country also hosted the 2002 FIFA World Cup, as well as 

great support being given by the chaebols such as the Samsung Group which itself owned the sports teams 

for marketing purposes. 

Post-modern Korean architecture 

It wasn't until the late 1980s and early 1990s that an entirely new generation of Korean architects 

had the freedom and the financing to build Korean architecture in a distinct Korean manner. This was a 

result of architects studying and training in Europe, Canada, and even in South America, and seeing the 

need for more of a sense of unique style, and more sophisticated materials. There was a new determination 

that nationalistic architectural elements had to be revived and refined. Buildings had to mean something 

within their cultural context. 

Post-modern Korean architecture is defined as from 1986 to 2005. Cultural and museum buildings 

have followed; with city halls and buildings for the civil service appearing generally in a New York/Chicago 

style rather than following London or Paris trends. 

Individuality and experimentation became the new cause for young architects, however the country 

as a whole was slow to move from the old traditions into seeing good architecture aesthetics as being 

important to the sense of a village, town, or city. Change was forced at times against intense resistance, and 

new buildings evolved at great cost to the architects and builders and within a great tension. 

Much of the growth of new architecture came from retail stores, clothing shops, bistros, cafes, and 

bars; and the underside of architectural commissions, rather than from major government contracts or the 

financial and corporate community. Foreign corporations setting up Korean headquarters also brought in 

an entirely new spirit of architecture to define their own visions. 

In recent years a number of large and iconic modernist projects have been developed in Seoul such 

as the 2008 Dominique Perrault building at Ewha Womans University, the 2012 Seoul City Hall extension 

by iArc and the large Dongdaemun Design Plaza designed by Zaha Hadid and opened in 2014. 
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