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RELEVANCE OF CREATIVE THINKING
DEVELOPMENT IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE LESSONS
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Vinnytsia National Technical University

Nadiia Herasymenko
lecturer at the Department of Foreign Languages
Vinnytsia National Technical University

Living in a dynamic, ever-changing world puts modern person not only in front of
the needs to adapt to new living conditions, but also to actively, creatively learn about
the surrounding reality, to act confidently in unpredictable situations. To overcome
difficulties, find new ways to solve problems, be successful, a person must activate
their creative potential, their creativity. Creativity as a creative ability is a powerful
factor in the development of personality, determines its readiness for non-standard
thinking and behaviour [1]. Therefore, education faces the task of educating a creative
person who is able to think creatively and act in various spheres of life.

An important condition for the effective implementation of new technologies is the
ability of teachers who are entrusted with this task, to change the emphasis in teaching
methods, their readiness for activities based on new principles. After all, the success of
pedagogical activity will largely depend on the psychological readiness of the teacher
to accept the new, to take it and to be convinced of the correctness of the chosen path.
Transformation of the traditional system of teacher-student relations, changing the role
of the teacher, who must perform the role of mentor, will ensure the fundamentality of
education, which is a tool for achieving scientific competence.

One of the urgent tasks of today is the formation of an active life position among
the young generation, the ability to defend their point of view, respect the opinion of
the interlocutor, correctly, clearly and concisely formulate their thoughts. [2]

In the modern world, any person needs to be a competitive, effective worker,
creative, independent, responsible, communicative specialist capable of solving
emerging problems. Such specialists are in great demand. They are characterized by
the desire to know more, the need to learn new things, the ability to navigate the vast
world of information, to collect the necessary material.

In order to ensure the creative development of the student’s personality during the
educational process, modern didactics recommends enriching traditional teaching
methods with creative techniques and methods that would be focused on creating
students’ own educational products, would contribute to the formation of learning
subjects future motivation and meaningful life, guidelines, a high level of activity in
educational and cognitive activities, creating conditions for active independent
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acquisition by students of general scientific and partially professional knowledge, skills
and abilities.

Methods of creative activity include methods that activate creative thinking,
helping to develop the ability to solve new problems, leading to a purposeful, conscious
search for a solution to the problem. G.S. Altshuller, O. G. Bogdanova, A.V.
Brushlinsky, G. Melhorn, B. Mironov, P. Yakobson developed methods for the growth
of creative activity.

These include:

The method of time constraints is based on taking into account the significant
influence of the time factor on the design activity: for some students, time constraints
cause an increase in activity and the achievement of even higher results than ina "calm”
environment; other students (most of them) change their behaviour, reduce their results
and do not always reach the final solution; for the third group of students, time
constraints render attention retarding, they come to confusion, panic and refuse to solve
the problem.

The method of sudden prohibitions — at one stage or another it is forbidden to use
any mechanisms for their actions, which contributes to the proliferation of clichés in
creative activity.

The method of high-speed sketching, in the process of which it is required to draw
as often as possible everything that the student represents at one or another pocket
moment of his creative activity, to make sketches and which comes to mind, which
contributes to stricter control of his activities, especially in the classroom drawing and
a circle of the Russian language.

The method of new options consists in the requirement to perform the task in a
different way, to find new options for its implementation, when there are already
several options for solving.

The method of information saturation is based on the inclusion of unnecessary
information into the initial condition of the problem.

Diary Method: pocket notebooks are distributed to each student. During the week,
they enter there all the ideas that arise on the problem under discussion. The records
are then analysed and discussed. This method is valuable in that the emerging idea,
concrete rational proposals acquire a collective coloration and different points of view
are revealed, a general “average” opinion is made.

The method of “shadow brainstorming”. Not every student can work creatively
and generate ideas in the presence of strangers, they need solitude and silence for this.
Therefore, during the “shadow brainstorming” students are divided into two groups:
the first of them puts forward ideas during the usual brainstorming, the second — does
not take part in the general discussion. These students write down their ideas and pass
them on to the teacher. Until now, there is no single correct way to conduct
brainstorming, but there are useful recommendations during a brainstorming.

1. It is necessary to sit the participants nearby, materials on the problem should be
in front of them. The fact that students are sitting side by side can stimulate the desire
to tackle the problem together.

2. Forbid any negative criticism. If ideas are rejected until they are accepted by all
students, then the obvious goal is to put forward an idea that no one will reject.
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3. Do not pay attention to who put forward what idea.

4. Write down ideas so that everyone can see. Writing ideas down on a chalkboard
or piece of paper creates a sense of collective achievement for students; all this
stimulates new ideas.

5. In the process of brainstorming it is necessary to encourage everyone to generate
as many ideas as possible. The most fantastic ideas should be encouraged. The more
ideas, the better. Ultimately, quantity breeds quality.

6. All participants should be encouraged to develop or change the ideas of others.

In your classroom, you might want to display this student policy poster:

v’ Say whatever comes to your mind.

v Do not discuss or criticize the statements of other students.

v' Feel free to repeat ideas suggested by someone else.

v' Expansion or development of someone’s ideas is encouraged.

v Keep thinking, even when you think your fantasy has already run out.

Ranking method — analysis and discussion of students’ views. In doing so, they are
asked to make a choice between different alternatives. For example, target students are
asked to make a choice where to attribute interjections — to service parts of speech or
to special parts of speech. The purpose of this method is to show the result spatially.

PJEC-Formula — this method is useful for discussing controversial issues,
exercises in which you can know a certain position. Purpose: present students during
the lesson with a simple format in which they develop opinions and arguments. This
method helps to clarify your thoughts and formulate your opinion in a clear and concise
manner.

How to conduct: materials on the English language are distributed, in which 4
stages of the PJEC method are given:

P — position — state your opinion.

J —justification — give the reason for your opinion.

E — example — give an example to explain the reason.

C — consequence — summarize your opinion.

Take a stand — this method is useful when leading a discussion on a controversial
topic. Two legitimate, but controversial, opposing opinions should be used as
problems. The purpose of this method is a useful introductory exercise in order to
demonstrate the diversity of opinions on the topic being studied, to give trainees the
opportunity to express their point of view, and finally to evaluate the mastery of the
topic.

How to conduct: place posters at opposite ends of the class. One of them should
say “agree”, on the other — “disagree”. Bring the problem forward.

For example: A hydroelectric power plant operates either DC or AC generators.
Ask students to stand at the poster based on their opinion on the issue under discussion.
Select several participants and ask them to substantiate their point of view. After setting
out the reasons, ask if any of the participants have changed their opinion and if they
would like to come to another poster. Then they must explain their reasons for the
transition. Our students of the Faculty of Power Engineering and Electromechanics of
Vinnysia National Technical University like this kind of work more than others.
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The aquarium is an auxiliary method. It is applied in cases where it is not possible
to involve the entire class, but there is a need for all students to participate. This method
can be thought of as a theatre with an auditorium and stage. The listeners who play the
roles act as actors, and the students who watch them act as spectators. This method
allows participants to analyse the actions performed by others and not participate
themselves. Situation analysis develops critical thinking in students and gives them the
opportunity to work out ways to solve the problem themselves without the help of a
teacher.

How to conduct: a place for the role-playing game is being prepared. Participants
in the role-playing game act out the situations, while the rest are given the task to
closely observe the game. Then there is a discussion and evaluation of the game.
Participants and observers should have the opportunity to analyse and discuss what
happened during the game. After the end of the game, the teacher asks the listeners
guestions.

Situation modelling — this method allows participants to respond to a specific
problem in a given situation. The purpose of this method is to develop the ability to
develop alternative modes of action and the ability to empathize. Students are offered
a general situation. The class is divided into two groups, the first subgroup must defend
one statement, and the second subgroup must defend another statement. Each subgroup
makes decisions in a given situation, based on its conditions.

Non-traditional forms of English lessons are implemented, as a rule, after studying
any topic or several topics, performing the functions of educational control. Such
lessons are held in unusual, non-traditional conditions. Such a change of the usual
situation is appropriate, because it creates an atmosphere of celebration when
summarizing what has been done, removes the mental barrier that arises in traditional
conditions for fear of making a mistake. Non-traditional forms of foreign language
lessons are carried out with the mandatory participation of all students in the class, as
well as implemented with the use of auditory and visual aids.

In such lessons it is possible to achieve various goals of methodological,
pedagogical and psychological nature, which can be summarized as follows:

v' control of knowledge, skills and abilities of students on a particular topic;

v’ provide a business, working atmosphere, a serious attitude of students to the
lesson;

v" minimum participation of the teacher in the lesson is assumed.

So, every student has creative talents, the main thing is to inspire him, to help him
open up, even in English lessons, which some students find difficult. Therefore, today
it is very important to develop students’ creativity in English lessons, using the method
of developing creative thinking, because it allows students to communicate more in
English, removing the well-known language barrier, enrich the vocabulary, because
children use vocabulary not only of their textbook. The method of developing creative
thinking, project method motivates children to learn English, reveals the creative
abilities of children, which helps to unite the team.

Thus, practically all cognitive levels are involved in the process of using such
interactive methods as the method of developing creative thinking, which allow both
to expand theoretical knowledge and to form practical skills and abilities of students.
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