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Анотація 

У цій статті досліджуються концепції випадкового та навмисного вивчення лексики в контексті 

англійської мови спеціального призначення (ESP). В ній висвітлюються ключові характеристики кожного 

підходу, наголошується на важливості поєднання обох методів для оптимізації засвоєння словникового запасу 

в спеціалізованих областях. Випадкове навчання відбувається природним шляхом через контакт з 

автентичними матеріалами та ситуаціями, тоді як навмисне навчання передбачає свідомі зусилля та 

цілеспрямовану практику. Далі в статті обговорюються переваги та недоліки кожного методу, зрештою 

припускаючи, що збалансований підхід до вивчення лексики є вирішальним для успішного спілкування в 

конкретних професійних сферах. Інтегруючи як випадкові, так і навмисні стратегії навчання, ті, хто вивчає 

англійську мову спеціального вжитку, можуть створити надійну та контекстуально релевантну лексичну 

базу. 
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Abstract. 

This article explores the concepts of incidental and intentional vocabulary learning within the context of English for 

Specific Purposes (ESP). It highlights the key characteristics of each approach, emphasizing the significance of 

combining both methods to optimize vocabulary acquisition in specialized domains. Incidental learning occurs 

naturally through exposure to authentic materials and situations, while intentional learning involves conscious effort 

and targeted practice. The article further discusses the benefits and drawbacks of each method, ultimately suggesting 

that a balanced approach to vocabulary learning is crucial for successful communication in specific professional fields. 

By integrating both incidental and intentional learning strategies, ESP learners can develop a robust and contextually 

relevant vocabulary base. 
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vocabulary acquisition, authentic materials, learning strategies, professional fields, contextual relevance, language 

proficiency, balanced approach. 

 

Incidental and intentional vocabulary learning are two approaches to acquiring new vocabulary in the 

context of English for Specific Purposes (ESP). ESP is a tailored form of English language learning that 

focuses on specific fields or industries, such as medicine, engineering, law, or business. By concentrating on 

the vocabulary, grammar, and communication skills necessary for a particular profession, ESP enables 

learners to become more proficient in their specialized areas. 

Incidental vocabulary learning occurs when learners acquire new words indirectly or unintentionally 

while engaging in various activities, such as reading, listening, or conversing. In the context of ESP, learners 

may come across new words and phrases related to their specific field when they read professional articles, 

attend lectures, or participate in discussions. 

Key features of incidental vocabulary learning include: 

 It is not the primary goal of the activity. 

 It occurs naturally and spontaneously. 

 It relies on exposure to authentic materials and situations. 

 It benefits from contextual clues and repeated encounters with new words. 

Intentional vocabulary learning, on the other hand, involves deliberate efforts to learn new words and 

phrases. In an ESP context, learners may actively study vocabulary lists, use flashcards, engage in 

vocabulary-focused exercises, or practice with specialized glossaries. 

Key features of intentional vocabulary learning include: 

 It is the primary goal of the activity. 



 It involves conscious effort and attention. 

 It relies on explicit instruction and targeted practice. 

 It benefits from various learning strategies, such as mnemonic techniques, word associations, or 

semantic mapping. 

Both incidental and intentional vocabulary learning have their merits and can be effectively combined 

within an ESP program. To maximize vocabulary acquisition, learners should be exposed to authentic 

materials and situations, which foster incidental learning, while also engaging in targeted vocabulary study 

and practice, which promote intentional learning. By incorporating both approaches, ESP learners can 

develop a robust vocabulary base in their specific domain and become more proficient communicators in 

their respective fields. 

The distinction between intentional and incidental vocabulary learning lies in the primary focus, 

approach, and context in which new vocabulary is acquired. While both methods are essential for language 

learning, they have different characteristics and learning outcomes. 

Intentional Vocabulary Learning: 

Focus: The primary focus of intentional vocabulary learning is the explicit and conscious effort to learn 

new words and phrases. The learner's objective is to expand their vocabulary by deliberately studying and 

practicing new words. 

Approach: Intentional learning involves using various strategies and techniques to memorize, recall, and 

understand new vocabulary. These strategies can include using flashcards, creating word lists, engaging in 

vocabulary exercises, or employing mnemonic devices. 

Context: Intentional vocabulary learning typically occurs in a structured environment, such as a 

classroom or through self-study. Learners may follow a curriculum, use textbooks, or participate in targeted 

activities designed to teach new words. 

Outcome: Intentional vocabulary learning often results in the rapid acquisition of new words, as learners 

actively focus on memorizing and understanding them. However, this method may not always lead to the 

long-term retention or natural use of new vocabulary in context. 

Incidental Vocabulary Learning: 

Focus: In incidental vocabulary learning, the primary focus is not on vocabulary acquisition itself, but on 

the activity or context in which the learner is engaged. Vocabulary learning occurs as a byproduct of these 

activities, such as reading, listening, or conversing. 

Approach: Incidental learning relies on the natural exposure to new words in context. Learners encounter 

new vocabulary through authentic materials and situations, which allows them to deduce the meaning of 

unfamiliar words based on context clues or repeated exposure. 

Context: Incidental vocabulary learning typically occurs outside a structured learning environment. It can 

happen during daily interactions, while consuming media, or participating in hobbies or work-related tasks. 

Outcome: Incidental vocabulary learning can lead to a deeper understanding and long-term retention of 

new words, as they are acquired in context and used more naturally. However, this method may result in a 

slower rate of vocabulary acquisition compared to intentional learning, as learners are not explicitly focusing 

on learning new words. 

In summary, intentional vocabulary learning is characterized by a deliberate focus on vocabulary 

acquisition, the use of specific learning strategies, and a structured learning environment. In contrast, 

incidental vocabulary learning occurs as an indirect outcome of engaging in various activities, relying on 

natural exposure to language and context. To optimize vocabulary development, it is beneficial to combine 

both intentional and incidental learning methods in a balanced language learning approach. 
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