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Anomauin

YV nybaixayiii 0ocnioscyemscs ousosudicna mpancgopmayis aHeailiCbKOi MOBU 8 PO3MOBHY MO8Y V 8 YCbOMY C8imi
Cb020OHI. Bin 3aeaubniocmovcs 6 1020 GUOAMHI XAPAKMEPUCMUKU, GKIIOUAIOYY 1020 GIOKpUmMe CRPUUHAMMSL
3an03UYEeHUX CiG, U020 BIOHOCHO NPOCMY 2PAMAMUKY, U020 MOHKE BUKOPUCMAHHA THMOHAYII ma 1020 OUHAMIYHY
npupoody, AKA 1e2Ko adanmyemvcsi 00 HOBUX KOHYenyil i mexwonoeiu. Posymitouu yi yHikanvui ocodrueocmi, mu
YIHYEMO CYHACHY aH2NTliCbKy MOBY He auwe K 3aci0 CRINKY8aHHA, a AK HCUSY MOBY 3 6a2amoio icmopieio ma npupoooio,
WO NOCMIUHO PO3BUBAEMbCSL, U0 6I00OPANCAE PIZHOMAHIMHULL CEIM, IKOMY 80HA CILYHCUMD.

KuarouoBi cioBa: cyuacHa aHrJilicbka MOBa, CTaHIApPTH30BaHa MOBA, MOBa, II0 PO3BHBAETHCS, TUHAMIYHA
IrpaMaTuKa, EKCIIPECUBHUM.

Abstract

The article explores the remarkable transformation of English to the spoken language worldwide today. It delves
into its outstanding characteristics, including its open embrace of borrowed words, its relatively simple grammar, its
nuanced use of intonation, and its dynamic nature that readily adapts to new concepts and technologies. By
understanding these unique features, we appreciate Modern English not just as a tool for communication, but as a
living language with a rich history and an ever-evolving nature, reflecting the diverse world it serves.

Keywords: Modern English, a standardized language, evolving language, dynamic grammar, expressive.

Modern English is typically defined as the English used after the Great Vowel Shift, roughly from 15" to
18™ centuries. English of that time underwent a dramatic metamorphosis, evolving into the Modern English
we know and love.

This transformation coincided with two key historical events: the invention of the printing press and the
spread of British colonialism. The printing machine craved a standardized language for mass-produced
books and newspapers, and colonization carried English across the globe.

Early Modern English soon grew in popularity. Writers,
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N N A A 1150-1500 |Middle English
English. It also blossomed into thousands of dialects like 1600 1700 | oIy Modem
American, British, Australian, and Indian English — each with | 1700-1900 |Modern English
. . . . Late Modermn
its unique flavor. By the 18" century, it resembled the English 1900-present | g qiish

we use today.

Modern English, with its global and expressive charm, stands as a linguistic marvel. But what makes it
tick? What are the key features that set it apart and propel it forward as the world’s lingua franca? Let’s
delve into the most outstanding characteristics of this ever-evolving language.

Borrower by Nature:

Unlike many languages fiercely guarding their purity, English embraces loans. From French romance
words like “love” and “art” to scientific terms borrowed from Latin and Greek, its vocabulary reflects its rich
historical encounters. This openness allows it to adapt and absorb new concepts readily, fueling its growth.

Grammatical Simplicity:

Compared to languages with complex verb conjugations and noun declensions, English offers a
streamlined grammar. While its intricacies can still trip learners up, the basic structure of subject-verb-object
and fixed word order make it relatively easy to grasp. This simplicity contributes to its widespread
accessibility.

Flexible Word Order:

While adhering to a basic structure, English allows for some flexibility in word order. This enables
emphasis, clarity and stylistic choices. Compare “The dog chased the cat” to “The cat, the dog chased
relentlessly.” This nuance adds power and expressiveness to the language.



Intonation Reigns Supreme:

Unlike languages relying solely on grammar, English heavily relies on intonation to convey meaning. A
simple “hello” can express surprise, joy or sarcasm depending on the pitch and tone. This nuanced system
adds layers of meaning and makes communication in English rich and dynamic.

Phrasal Verb Powerhouse:

English boasts a unique feature: phrasal verbs. The multi-word verbs, for example, “look up”, “put off”,
add shades of meaning and informality. This abundance allows for precise expression and keeps the
language vibrant and evolving.

Constant Evolution:

Modern English is far from static. It readily absorbs slang, borrows from other languages, and adapts to
new technologies. This dynamism ensures its relevance in a fast-paced world and allows it to express new
ideas and experiences.

In conclusion, it should be considered that these are just a few of the remarkable characteristics that make
Modern English stand out. From its welcoming vocabulary to its dynamic grammar and expressive features,
it’s a language constantly morphing and adapting, reflecting the diverse world it serves. So, while learning
English, appreciate its unique characteristics as a global language.
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