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В ОСВІТІ ТА НАУЦІ 
 

Nykyporets Svitlana Stepanivna, 

senior English language lecturer Vinnytsia 

National Technical University 

DIGITAL INTERNATIONALISATION: LEVERAGING ENGLISH-

LANGUAGE EDUCATIONAL PLATFORMS FOR INTEGRATION INTO 

THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AND EDUCATIONAL FRAMEWORK 
In recent years, the concept of digital internationalisation has emerged as  

a focal point for higher education and research institutions worldwide. This 
phenomenon, often bolstered by the widespread adoption of English as the global 
lingua franca, has the potential to transcend geographical barriers and expand 
educational horizons. For Ukraine, digital internationalisation is not merely an 
academic trend: it serves as a strategic response to the growing aspirations for 
European integration, while addressing the urgent realities of war, societal 
transformation, and the need for closer cooperation with the global community. 

The Russian Federation’s aggression against Ukraine, initiated in 2014 and 
intensified in 2022, has severely disrupted conventional academic practices – 
damaging facilities, displacing students and scholars, and undermining the sense of 
stability required for sustained educational development. At the same time, this 
turmoil has accelerated the nation’s drive to innovate. Many Ukrainian institutions 
quickly adopted online education solutions and participated in transnational research 
collaborations, often with the express goal of aligning with the European Research 
and Educational Framework. In this context, English-language educational platforms 
serve as a unifying thread, allowing Ukrainian academics and students to remain 
connected to international networks, even when physical classrooms or research 
facilities are inaccessible. 

Against this backdrop, English-language educational platforms – ranging 
from Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) to specialised virtual collaborations – 
have become a lifeline, providing both continuity of education and fresh 
opportunities for global integration. These platforms do more than merely 
disseminate information in a widely understood language; they foster communities 
of practice that can drive cross-border projects and amplify research output.  
For Ukrainian universities and research centres seeking deeper integration into  
the European knowledge community, the strategic implementation of these resources 
also offers a means to demonstrate their commitment to academic standards, quality 
assurance, and international competitiveness. 

While the horrors of war pose significant challenges to higher education, they 
simultaneously unveil new perspectives on resilience and innovation. Through the 
adoption of digital platforms, educators and students in Ukraine can maintain and 
potentially enhance the quality of learning, despite interruptions to traditional 
infrastructure. Moreover, alignment with the European Research and Educational 
Framework accelerates the harmonisation of academic credentials and collaborative 
practices, reinforcing Ukraine’s broader geopolitical and cultural ambitions. 
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In this article, we investigate the role of English-language educational 
platforms in driving Ukraine’s integration with European research and higher 
education. By examining digital internationalisation through the lens of modern 
Ukrainian realities, we highlight how technologically mediated learning environments 
can act as powerful tools for both academic advancement and nation-building during  
a time of unprecedented upheaval. Ultimately, we propose that deliberate, sustained 
efforts to leverage English-language platforms can fortify Ukrainian institutions, 
enrich collaborative networks, and reaffirm the country’s commitment to shared 
European values – particularly in an era when unity and resilience have become more 
vital than ever. 

The overarching problem addressed in this study is how Ukrainian higher 
education and research institutions can effectively deploy English-language digital 
platforms to accelerate integration into the European Research and Educational 
Framework, especially amid the ongoing challenges posed by the Russian-
Ukrainian war. This challenge intersects [1] multiple domains – educational policy, 
linguistic studies, digital transformation, and international relations – making it 
both a multidimensional and urgent concern. 

From a scientific standpoint, understanding the mechanisms of digital 
internationalisation requires a nuanced exploration of several questions. First, it 
prompts an investigation into how linguistic adaptation, particularly the use of 
English, can catalyse [2] cross-border academic collaboration. Second, it raises 
inquiries regarding the efficacy of various digital platforms, including Massive Open 
Online Courses (MOOCs), learning management systems, and online research 
consortia, in contexts of geopolitical instability. Finally, it invites a closer look at the 
comparative performance of institutions that have embraced digital 
internationalisation versus those that have remained reliant on traditional, locally 
oriented educational frameworks. 

On a practical level, these questions carry weighty implications for policy-
making and institutional strategy. In Ukraine, disrupted by physical destruction and 
societal displacement, digital educational tools present a viable path to ensuring 
learning continuity, safeguarding academic progress, and retaining intellectual 
capital. The transition to English-language platforms serves as a strategic measure 
to meet European Union standards for accreditation and research funding, align 
with Bologna Process requirements, and broaden international networks – all of 
which are vital for the country’s academic and socio-economic development. 

Furthermore, the integration of these findings into policy and institutional 
frameworks will have a lasting impact on Ukraine’s long-term resilience and its 
capacity to collaborate within Europe. Improved alignment with European 
standards and participation in EU-funded research projects can, in turn, foster 
innovations in critical areas such as cybersecurity, energy sustainability, and public 
health – fields that are increasingly vital in times of regional conflict and recovery. 

Taken together, these scientific and practical considerations underscore  
the urgent need for a focused investigation into how English-language digital 
platforms can shape Ukraine’s trajectory toward deeper integration with European 
academic and research communities. By articulating the problem in this manner, 
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we clarify both the theoretical underpinnings and the immediate practical 
ramifications of digital internationalisation, highlighting its importance in a nation 
striving to overcome the devastations of war and to position itself more firmly 
within the European knowledge ecosystem. 

Grothaus et al. highlight that digital platforms significantly enhance cross-
border [3] academic collaboration, especially when content is delivered in a globally 
accessible language such as English. In the context of Eastern Europe, Nykyporets 
focuses [4] on the successful deployment of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) 
at Ukrainian universities, noting their role in maintaining educational continuity amid 
regional unrest. Recent work by Toti & Cina underscores [5] the urgency of 
developing robust technological infrastructures for seamless integration into 
international research consortia, a point of particular relevance given Ukraine’s 
ongoing security challenges. Yet, these studies largely concentrate on the technical 
aspects of online learning and do not fully explore how English-language platforms 
can be optimally harnessed to foster deeper engagement with the European Research 
and Educational Framework. By addressing this gap, the present article builds upon 
existing scholarship while accounting for Ukraine’s distinct political, cultural, and 
linguistic landscape. 

This article aims to demonstrate how English-language digital platforms can 
accelerate Ukraine’s integration into the European Research and Educational 
Framework by exploring current initiatives, identifying operational gaps, and 
proposing strategic recommendations amidst the challenges posed by the ongoing 
Russian-Ukrainian war. 

In conducting this study, we drew upon a multi-phase methodology that 
included both qualitative and quantitative approaches, incorporating surveys of 
faculty and students as well as in-depth interviews with academic administrators 
from leading Ukrainian universities. One illustrative example comes from the 
National Technical University of Ukraine “Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic 
Institute,” which introduced English-language Massive Open Online Courses 
(MOOCs) in engineering and computer science soon after the outbreak of large-
scale hostilities in 2022. Despite the challenges associated with air-raid alerts, 
infrastructural damage, and the temporary displacement of students and faculty, the 
adoption of these online courses allowed for near-continuous academic engagement, 
maintaining learning standards and ensuring that research agendas were not entirely 
disrupted. Through statistical analysis of completion rates and participant 
satisfaction surveys, we observed that English-language MOOCs yielded 
significantly higher international enrolment than did courses delivered exclusively in 
Ukrainian or Russian, underscoring the importance of a common language in 
facilitating cross-border collaboration. These findings indicate that prioritizing 
English-language digital platforms not only bolsters institutional resilience under 
crisis conditions but also serves as a strategic step toward enhancing Ukraine’s 
visibility and alignment with European research priorities. 

This study demonstrates that the strategic adoption of English-language 
digital platforms can significantly enhance Ukraine’s academic resilience and 
expedite its integration into the European Research and Educational Framework. 
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By supporting continuity in teaching and research, even amid the disruptions of 
war, such platforms foster broader international collaboration and increase the 
global visibility of Ukrainian institutions. The findings suggest that investing in 
robust technological infrastructures and language training initiatives can yield 
tangible benefits in terms of research output, student retention, and institutional 
competitiveness. Further investigation is needed to assess the long-term impact of 
these platforms on research quality, publication rates, and graduate employability 
in an evolving geopolitical landscape. In addition, future studies could examine 
region-specific variables – such as rural internet connectivity or bilingual policy 
considerations – to refine and expand the success of digital internationalisation 
efforts across Ukraine. 
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УПРАВЛІНСЬКА КОМПЕТЕНТНІСТЬ ОСВІТНІХ ЛІДЕРІВ У СВІТЛІ 

ЄВРОПЕЙСЬКИХ СТАНДАРТІВ 

 

Сучасна освітня система стикається з викликами глобалізації, 

технологічного прогресу та зростання вимог до якості навчання, що 

зумовлює необхідність формування нової парадигми управління в освіті. 

Освітні лідери – директори шкіл, керівники університетів, координатори 

навчальних програм – відіграють ключову роль у забезпеченні ефективності 

освітніх процесів. У контексті європейської інтеграції України особливого 


