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THE SINGLE DIGITAL MARKET: INDICATORS FOR UKRAINE

In today's world, digital technologies play an important role in all areas of life, from economy and business to education and culture. The Digital Single Market creates the conditions for free and competitive trade in digital goods and services, which promotes economic growth and development. For Ukraine, the EU's Single Digital Market is an important opportunity for integration into the European and global digital space. This will allow domestic companies and entrepreneurs to gain access to new markets, compete with European and global companies, and develop their business. In addition, the Single Digital Market will contribute to the digitalization of the Ukrainian economy and increase its competitiveness. 
The Digital Single Market is a policy document belonging to the European Single Market and covering digital marketing, e-commerce and telecommunications. This policy document was announced in May 2015 by the Juncker Commission [1]. In other words, the Single Digital Market is the economic space of the EU country, covering telecommunications facilities, electronic identification services, trust services, cyber security, personal data protection, etc. For 5 years, the European Commission has been working on the unification of the national markets of the EU countries into one pan-European one. The Digital Single Market strategy involves removing excessive regulatory barriers and encouraging the free movement of goods, services and people. It is built on the following principles:
– free and equal access of consumers and businesses to digital goods and services throughout Europe;
– creation of favorable and equal conditions for the prosperity of digital networks and innovative services;
– promoting the development of the digital economy.
The EU Digital Single Market is an internal market that brings together digital goods and services in a single legal and regulatory environment. It is aimed at removing barriers to trade in digital goods and services within the EU, as well as increasing the competitiveness of EU digital companies on the global market.
Ukraine's integration into the Single Digital Market is one of the priorities for our country. To this end, Ukraine is carrying out reforms in the field of the digital economy aimed at harmonizing its legislation with European legislation. Indicators for Ukraine, which testify to its progress in integration into the Single Digital Market, can be divided into several groups: 
Regulatory indicators reflect the compliance of Ukrainian legislation with European standards in the field of digital services. They include:
– the existence of laws and subordinate legal acts that implement European directives and regulations in the field of digital services;
– the level of harmonization of Ukrainian legislation with European legislation in this area;
– availability of mechanisms for monitoring compliance with legislation in the field of digital services.
Indicators of the development of the digital economy reflect the level of development of the digital economy in Ukraine. They include:
– the level of digital literacy of the population (the percentage of the population that has basic computer and Internet skills);
– level of digitalization of business (percentage of enterprises that use digital technologies for conducting business);
– the level of infrastructure of information and communication technologies development (percentage of the population that has access to broadband Internet access);
– volumes of electronic trade (volume of goods and services sold on the Internet);
– volumes of data processed in digital form (volume of data generated and processed in digital form in Ukraine).
Indicators of access to digital services:
– the level of coverage of the population by broadband Internet access (the percentage of the population that has access to broadband Internet access);
– level of use of digital services by the population (percentage of the population that uses digital services);
– the level of satisfaction of the population with digital services (the percentage of the population that is satisfied with the digital services it receives) [2; 3].
According to a study conducted by the Ukrainian Center for European Policy in 2021, the state has made significant progress in the field of integration into the Single Digital Market. In particular, the laws "On electronic communications" and "On electronic identification and electronic trust services" were adopted, which meet European standards. A number of projects that contribute to the development of the digital economy and access to digital services have also been developed and implemented. Thanks to these measures, Ukraine has already achieved certain successes in the field of digital economy. For example, in 2022, Ukraine became the fourth country in Europe to launch a digital driver's license. The Diya application was also implemented, which provides citizens with access to digital documents and government services.
For full integration into the Single Digital Market of Ukraine, it is necessary to complete a number of tasks, in particular:
– to complete the harmonization of the legislation of Ukraine with the regulatory legal acts of the EU in the field of the digital economy;
– to develop and implement an effective system of regulation of digital markets;
– create favorable conditions for the development of digital technologies and entrepreneurship;
– to complete the implementation of European directives and regulations in the field of digital services;
– increase the level of digital literacy of the population;
– promote the development of digitalization of business;
– implement innovations in the field of digital services.
According to a study carried out by the Center for the Analysis of International Trade Trade+ at the Kyiv School of Economics and the Public Organization "Ukrainian Center for European Policy" commissioned by the Ministry of Digital Transformation of Ukraine, the gradual approximation of the regulatory environment and digital development of Ukraine to the EU level within the framework of integration into the EU's Single Digital Market will affect bilateral trade between Ukraine and the EU: increase in exports of goods from Ukraine to the EU – by 11.8-17% (2.4-3.4 billion US dollars), services – by 7.6-12.2% (302, 5-485.5 million US dollars). It will also affect the productivity and economic growth of Ukraine: the growth of Ukraine's GDP – by 2.4-12.1% (3.1-15.8 billion USD), the welfare of citizens – by 3.6-7.8%. The results of the study contain expert assessments and real calculations of potential profit for the country's economy from integration into the EU's Single Digital Market [2]. 
The integration of Ukraine into the Single Digital Market will be a long and complex process that will contribute to its economic development and increase the well-being of citizens. Specific significant advantages of Ukraine's integration into the Single Digital Market include:
– growth of trade and investment. The single digital market is the largest economic market in the world, accordingly, integration will open access to this market for Ukrainian companies and citizens, which will lead to the growth of trade and investments;
– development of the digital economy. The single digital market is an advanced region in the development of the digital economy, thus integration will lead to the creation of new jobs and increase the country's competitiveness;
– raising the standard of living of citizens and economic growth.
Therefore, the integration of Ukraine into the Single Digital Market is an important factor for the development of the Ukrainian economy and the improvement of the standard of living of its citizens. To achieve success in this direction, our state needs to continue work on the implementation of European directives and regulations in the field of digital services, increase the level of digital literacy of the population and promote the development of digitalization of business.
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