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Annotation: the article deals with the pressing problem of application of SMART technologies in the process of teaching students a foreign language in non-linguistic universities during the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic. The article provides a brief overview of educational applications and programs, new technologies that expand the possibilities and quality of education. It is also emphasized that using of SMART technologies in the learning process contributes not only to the upgrading of the educational process itself, but also to the acquisition of skills and abilities by students, helps to develop all the necessary competencies in students of our time.
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Today, the field of technology is developing with incredible speed. More and more innovations are used not only in the process of production of various goods, but also in the provision of services from a new perspective. The use of Smart Technologies (ST) in education has become very pressing in the period of SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, and some countries are already actively using them.
Modern society is gradually transforming into a Smart Society, as noted by sociologists, philosophers, IT professionals, educators and more. This concept means a new quality of society, in which the combination of trained people using technical means, services and the Internet leads to qualitative changes in the interaction of individuals, which allows obtaining new effects – social, economic and other benefits for a better life [1].
This topic has been investigated by almost all modern researchers. Tikhomirov V.P., Semenikhina O.V., Tikhomirova N.V. most widely revealed it in their works. Tikhomirov V.P. says [2]: "Now it is not enough just to know, you need to constantly update your knowledge, as the speed of their appearance has become enormous – they double every 72 hours."
The change of generations creates new needs and opportunities for the development of the education system and educational technologies, which will use the benefits of the global information society to provide educational services of a fundamentally new quality. The development of distance education and e-learning marked the beginning of a new general educational phenomenon – Smart Education (SE). The concept of ST in the educational context entails the emergence of technologies such as smart boards, smart screens, Internet access from anywhere in the world. Educational content in free access for students, providing feedback to teachers and students, exchange of knowledge between them, automation of administrative tasks – all this applies to today’s technologies. The technological development of the world’s leading universities has already reached a point where further development of the information base will not bring a qualitatively new change. E-learning is no longer an innovation [3].
In recent years, the nature and content of educational activities with an emphasis on the development of information and communication technologies, increasing the motivation of students to acquire knowledge, abilities and practical skills. The concept of Smart Education recognizes the role of intelligence, information and communication technologies of learning, social and human educational potential as a resource for development and competitiveness. SE creates an institutional environment that enhances students’ intellectual and professional skills, increases the innovative productivity of the teacher in this environment. The formation of the concept of SE is associated with the creation of strategies aimed at solving problems caused by the need to prepare competitive human capital.
Smart Education in high school is understood as interaction of the subject of science, listener, teacher and other participants in the process, organized and carried out with the help of technical innovations and the Internet, aimed at forming a systematic, multidimensional vision of the subject, including its various aspects. Many countries use the term "Smart Education" as a standard [4]. The concept of SE is flexibility, which provides a large number of sources, the maximum variety of multimedia (audio, video and graphics), the ability to quickly and easily adjust to the level and needs of the listener. In addition, SE should be easy to manage, then the institution can easily provide flexibility in the learning process, and integrated [2], i.e. constantly use external sources.
The formation of a Smart Society can be called a global trend. SMART is the ability of an object to characterize the integration of two or more elements that previously could not be combined using the Internet. For example, Smart-TV, Smart-Home, SmartPhone. Smart Technologies will lead to increased labour mobility in education, civil service and other areas of employment. Nowadays, more and more people study and work remotely and with the lapse of time this trend will only spread [5].
Smart Learning is the association of educational institutions, teachers and students for joint educational activities with the help of Internet technologies based on common standards, agreements and technologies. In this case, we are talking about the joint creation and use of educational content and joint learning by teachers and students.
Smart Education changes the learning process, becomes a factor in improving the quality of human resources. Students do not need to be near a teacher who is no longer the main source of information. This allows the teacher to be the coordinator and leader of the learning process and to give each student equal attention. Learning can take place anywhere and anytime, students have access to education at any time. This approach to learning allows everyone to learn throughout life.
Today SE is no longer a novelty. It is widely implemented and applied in pedagogical practice. The modern teacher faces a number of important tasks that need to be solved to make the learning process interesting, creative and to meet all the needs of the modern student. Due to this, significant changes take place in the process of teaching disciplines in higher education with the use of modern information technology. Personal computers, SMART boards, such platforms for education and communication as Zoom, Meet, Moodle and Google Classroom are becoming a necessary tool in the learning process. In addition, the use of ST in the learning process allows you to more widely and fully reveal the creative potential of each student [6].
The use of modern information technology in the learning process, and in particular, ST is determined by a number of factors:
· the speed of information and knowledge transfer increase;
· the need for dynamic adaptation of students and teachers to the environment and social changes taking place in it;
· the need to reform education systems in order to meet the requirements of the information society (increase productivity; transparency and flexibility of educational processes; conducting education in accordance with the needs and abilities of students).
· increase the effectiveness of learning (development of intellectual abilities of students) – increase interest in learning in general;
· improve the quality of the educational process by activating the creative potential of students [7].
In addition, Smart Education is available to the whole society of the country. The opportunities offered by e-learning and ST should be especially attractive for people with disabilities, residents of remote areas, young mothers, Ukrainians living abroad.
The authors of the article consider the following points as positive aspects of the use of ST in the educational process:
- the possibility of their use in teaching various disciplines;
- high efficiency of knowledge acquisition;
- increasing students’ interest in learning;
- innovativeness of technologies and their perception by students as a natural component of young people, which makes their lives a convenient tool for the development of creative potential;
- ease of combining ST with a communicative approach to teaching foreign languages [5].
To train a specialist with skills in Smart Society – the task of Smart University, in which the combination of trained people to use technological innovations and the Internet leads to a new, relevant to Smart Society, quality of processes and results of educational, research, commercial, social and other activities. It is obvious that in such a university the nature of the educational process is changing. The process takes place using technological innovations and the Internet, which gives students the opportunity to acquire professional competencies based on a systemic multidimensional vision and study of disciplines, taking into account their multifaceted nature and continuous updating of content. Smart Education, first of all, supports the needs of students and teachers. E-learning technologies underlie the organization of the educational process in Smart Universities and open new perspectives for their students [6].
The use of modern ST in the educational process is not only a means of activating the cognitive and creative activity of students, but is also caused by the rapid development of science and technology, which requires detailed study, development of methods, forms, techniques and their implementation. Training of qualified specialists in the field of SE will allow Ukraine to compete with other countries and produce products that will be used not only in teaching and education, but also in other spheres of society. Paying enough attention to the technologies of the future and proper material support of ST will allow Ukraine to reach a new level of development.
Thus, education needs to be flexible today. It must be constantly transformed through the introduction of new components, new methods, technologies of teaching and communication. With the introduction of Smart Education, students will have the opportunity to become more focused in learning, and teachers are better informed not only in their professional field, but also will be able to build students’ potential that complies with the requirements of XXI century, namely: ability to work together and establish communication, developing of creative abilities, critical thinking and skills of using innovative teaching methods.
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